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What is Castellum?

 Keep an overview of personal data that was 
collected at the institute

 Generate pseudonyms for storing data

 Build a pool of participants for future research
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Team

 That’s me!  👋
 Part of Research Data Managament Team at 

MPIB
 Currently no funding for project coordination
 No news on our DFG application for an 

improved implementation toolkit
 Community contributions



4

Castellum Project Update 2025

Amount of Code
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New MPIB Training Materials
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New Versioning Scheme

 Current Version 25.10.2; Next will be 26.1.0
 YEAR.MONTH.PATCH
 New release every 3 months
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Better In-App Documentation
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Excluding Unreliable Participants
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Better Database Statistics
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Security: File Access

 Users with access to any recruitment 
consent file could access all other 
recruitment consent files.

 Even for participants from other studies.
 Fixed in Version 25.7.1
 You can subscribe to releases at 

https://git.mpib-berlin.mpg.de/castellum/
castellum/-/tags

https://git.mpib-berlin.mpg.de/castellum/castellum/-/tags
https://git.mpib-berlin.mpg.de/castellum/castellum/-/tags
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Relations

 Allow to filter by relation to other subjects

 E.g. „twin of“ or „parent of“

 Experimental, no filter-UI for now

 More in the GERTRUD talk
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New Security Documentation
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Duplicate Check Helper

 Exact match found  update or ignore→

 Potential match found  manual check→

 Else  import→

 Challenges
– People change their names
– People share email accounts and phone numbers
– Typos
– Incomplete data
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Pseudonym QR Codes
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What’s Next?

 Participant-facing integrations
– Sign up forms
– Reimbursements
– Digital consent
– Personalized links in recruitment mails

 UI for merging duplicates
 Your ideas are welcome!
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